Zebra Mussels

The barnacle-like zebra mussel poses a multibillion-dollar threat to North America's industrial, agricultural and municipal water supplies, and it could become a costly nuisance for freshwater shipping, boating, fishing and clamming as well. First found in 1988 in the Great Lakes, this invader could become more widespread than the German Carp and cause for more economic damage than the Mediterranean fruit fly.

Public assistance in reporting zebra mussel sightings at new locations is essential to help prevent its spread to other lakes and rivers!
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How to Identify it
· Zebra mussels look like small clams with a yellow-ish or brownish "D"-shaped shell, usually with dark and light-colored stripes (hence the name "zebra") 

· They can be up to two inches long, but most are under an inch. Zebra mussels usually grow in clusters containing numerous individuals and are generally found in shallow (6-30 feet), algae-rich water. 

· Zebra Mussels are the only freshwater mollusc that can firmly attach itself to solid objects - submerged rocks, dock pillings, boat hulls, water intake pipes, etc. 

Taken from the Zebra Mussel Watch Sea Grant, University of Wisconsin Sea Grant Institute 1999.
For more information visit the Wisconsin DNR website at: http://dnr.wi.gov/invasives/fact/zebra.htm
